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George Henslow was the son of John Stevens Henslow now remembered primarily as the Cam-
bridge mentor of Charles Darwin. He was a medalist of Christ College, Cambridge, graduating in 
about 1858.  

Like his father George was a botanist. He endorsed evolution though he promoted Lamarkism, 
rather than natural selection, showing that plants were capable of adapting to environmental 
stresses. (George Henslow on Natural Selection). In 1919 he was made vice president of the British 
Association for the Advancement of Science. 

Publications 
 

Freedom of religious thought : a fare-
well sermon, preached May 21, 1871  
London : T. Wilson, 1871. 
12 p. ; 23 cm. 
 
The theory of evolution of living things 
: and the application of the principles 
of evolution to religion, considered as 
illustrative of the "wisdom and benefi-
cence of the Almighty"  
London : Macmillan and Co, 1873. 
xiv, 220 p. ; 20 cm. 
"This treatise obtained one of the Acto-
nian prizes for ... 1872."--p.[iv]. 
 
Science and scripture not antagonistic, 
because distinct in their spheres of 
thought. A lecture. 
London, 1873. 8vo. 
 
Genesis and geology : A plea for the 
doctrine of evolution; being a sermon 
preached, November 5th, 1871, at St. 
John’s Church, Marylebone  
London : Robert Hardwicke ..., 1871. 
Printed by request.  22, [2] p ; 17.2 cm. 
 
Uniform Title: Botany for beginners 
Prof Henslow’s botany for beginners: a 
short course of elementary instruction in 
practical botany, for junior classes and 
children. 
4th ed. London : Edward Stanford, 1888. 

xv, 103 p., 30 leaves of plates; 19 cm.  
Includes index. 
1880 edition has title: Botany for chil-
dren. 
 
The origin of floral structures through 
insect and other agencies  
London : Kegan Paul, Trench, Tru ̈bner & 
Co., Ltd., 1888. 
xix, 349 p. ; 20 cm. 
International scientific series ; v. 64 
Bibliographical references in footnotes 
 
The origin of plant structures by self-
adaptation to the environment  
London : K. Paul, Trench, Trübner, & Co., 
1895.  xii, 256 p. ; 19 cm. 
The International Scientific series ; no. 76 
 
200 new and original riddles 
London : George Stoneman, [1896?] 
35 p. ; 21 cm. 
 
Four essays. 
London, [1898]  8vo. 
 
Medical works of the fourteenth cen-
tury: together with a list of plants re-
corded in contemporary writings, with 
their identifications. 
London : Chapman and Hall, 1899. 
278 p. ; 21 cm. 
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South African flowering plants: for the 
use of beginners, students and teachers. 
London : Longmans, Green, and Co., 
1903. 
ix, 287 p. : ill. ; 19 cm. Includes indexes. 
 
Present-day rationalism critically exam-
ined 
London : Hodder and Stoughton, 1904. 
xii, 377 p. ; 21 cm. Includes biblio-
graphical references and index. 
 
The uses of British plants traced from 
antiquity to the present day: together 
with the derivations of their names. 
Lovell Reeve & co., limited, 1905. 
vi, p., 1 l., 184 p. : ill. ; 18 1/2 cm. 
 
The plants of the Bible: their ancient 
and mediaeval history popularly de-
scribed.  
London : Samuel Bagster, [n.d.] 
xv, 294 p. 18 cm. Illustrated 
Also: London, 1906. 8vo. 
 
The heredity of acquired characters in 
plants  
London : J. Murray, 1908. 
xii, 107, [1] p., 24 leaves of plates; 23 
cm. 
 
The Vulgate: the source of false doc-
trines. 
London : Williams & Norgate, 1909. 
x, 141 p ; 19 cm. 
Includes bibliographical footnotes and 
index. 
 
The spiritual teaching of Christ’s life. 
London, 1906. 8vo. 
 

Words and phrases in the church cate-
chism explained. 
[191-] 26 cm. Type-written. 
 
Contributor 

Our country’s flowers and how to 
know them: being a complete guide to 
the flowers and ferns of Britain / by W.J. 
Gordon ;  
with an introduction by the Rev. George 
Henslow ...  illustrated by John Allen 
London : Day & Son : Simpkin, Marshall, 
Hamilton, Kent, & Co., [1891?] 
v, [1], 154 p., [33] leaves of col. plates : 
ill. ; 20 cm. 
 
Christian apologetics: a series of ad-
dresses delivered before the Christian 
Association of University College, London 
by George Henslow et al.; with an intro-
duction by W.D. McLaren ; edited by W.W. 
Seton. 
London : John Murray, 1903. 
xxii, 133 p ; 20 cm. 
Contents:  

On the nature and scope of Christian 
evidences by W.D. McLaren  
Present-day rationalism with an ex-
amination of Darwinism by G. 
Henslow  
The book of Genesis by Henry Wace  
The Synoptic Gospels as independent 
witnesses by D.S. Margoliouth  
The witness of human experience by 
R. E. Welsh 
Materialism or Christianity? by G.T. 
Manley 
Some evidences for the Resurrection 
by C.W. Wilson. 

 
Main Author: Pratt, Anne, 1806-1893.  
Wild flowers of the year. Containing ... 
coloured plates of ... wild flowers / se-
lected, described ... and indexed by ... 
George Henslow. 
London : R.T.S., [1920] 8vo. 

 
 

 


